                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                    
                         









The Meulemans-story (Part 1)
- 'Why is the name of Meulemans so popular?' - 'Why are his birds so expensive?'
- 'I thought he was a seller and not a racer, what's the truth?'
- 'What is the origin of his birds?'

Questions such as these I have often been asked by pigeon fanciers from all over the world. Fortunately I have an answer to these questions as Meulemans lives in Arendonk, a little town equally famous as the other 'World name' who raced there: Janssen Bros. I do not think I am exaggerating when I say even the smallest pigeon fancier in the most isolated area of the world is acquainted with the word 'Arendonk'. And Arendonk is only a few minutes' drive for me. It stands to reason that I know Meulemans, his birds and his results pretty well. In short I can tell you that Meulemans owes his fame to 2 pigeons: 'The Basic Couple'. This pair is generally considered as the greatest pair of middle distance producers of all time! Writing about Meulemans is writing about his 'Stam koppel' as it is called in the Dutch language. For that we have to go back in history.

The cock of 'The Basic Couple'
It was in 1961 that Karel Meulemans and his father Jan went to purchase pigeons from Jos van den Bosch who lived in the little town of Berlaar. What many people do not know is that Van den Bosch was the fancier that the legendary Huyskens van Riel and his friend Rene Stijnen bought a round of eggs from. The babies that hatched out became the foundation of the famous Huyskens van Riel strain. Huyskens van Riel was the terror of Belgian pigeon sport shortly after World War 11. In the beginning they destroyed the short distance races. When no one dared to race against them any more they went to race Middle Distance. But also at Middle Distance Huyskens and his partner van Riel, who lived only some kilometers from the town of Antwerpen were unbeatable. As again nobody dared to pool any money against their miracle birds they had no other choice than to enter them for the National long distance races.

And again the same story:
Their results were breath-taking up to Barcelona (1,100 kilometers). As mentioned before Huyskens van Riel did this with the off-spring of the pigeons they got from Jos van den Bosch. Later we will see that in the birds of Janssen Bros, of all people(!) is the bloodline of Jos van den Bosch too! Two of the original 'Jos van den Bosch pigeons' purchased by Meulemans were a son of the so called 'Vurige van 58' and a chocolate hen with white flecks. This hen was a full sister of Jos van den Bosch's 'Princess of 56'. 'Vurige' and 'Princess' were two of van den Bosch's best birds.

And now we come to an important point:
The (recessive red) chocolate hen (sister of 'Princess') which Meulemans bought from Van den Bosch became the dam of B-67-6729926, a dark pied cock later known in the whole pigeon world as 'De Oude van den Bosch', the male of Meulemans' famous 

'Basic Couple'. The feathering of the mother of 'De Oude van den Bosch' was kind of rusty brown and this color keeps coming back in many Meulemans pigeons up till to-day. But it takes two to tango. A couple consists of a cock and a hen.
Let's talk about the hen of 'The Basic Couple'.

The hen of 'The Basic Couple'
The origin of the hen which is considered as 'the best breeding couple ever' is kind of mysterious. One should know that in the sixties Karel Meulemans formed a partnership with Adriaan Wouters. As a racer Wouters had always been a Superman and the great competitor of Janssen brothers. When Wouters and Meulemans became partners Wouters brought along a blue hen (B-66-6122023) to pair with the 'Oude van den Bosch'. This hen is called 'the Janssen hen' though Adriaan Wouters and Janssen brothers were no good friends. So it stands to reason that Wouters never got direct pigeons from Janssen Bros. In fact the origin of this 'Janssen hen' is unknown. The only one who knows the answer is Mr. Wouters himself but Mr. Wouters is dead. He always talked about his 'Janssen hen' and no more than that. People often say 'beauty means nothing' and maybe that's true. But I myself handled her and can assure you: It was one of the most beautiful pigeons I have ever seen. There are some rumors about the origin of this 'Janssen hen' though. Wouters is said to have got her from a fancier in the town of Mol. He in turn got pigeons from a man in the Dutch town of Reusel who had Klak birds And Klak had never other pigeons in his loft than… those from Janssens brothers.

Interesting
Janssenbrothers always have claimed that the only pigeon they successfully imported in their loft was the so-called 'Halve Fabry' ('Half Fabry') B-60-1000863.
'Halve Fabry' is the grand grandfather of world famous 'Oude Merckx' (B-67-6282031) and 'Oude Merckx' is father of '019' and of 'Jonge Merckx'. Janssen brothers got 'Halve Fabry' from Mr Fabry who bred it off a Janssen bird (so it could also have been called 'Halve Janssen' and a hen of his own (B-59-1005026) which Fabry got from… Jos van den Bosch. It was a daughter of his 'Young Princess' (B-57-6327825) and 'Young Princess' was a daughter of Jos van den Bosch's 'Princess of 56'. 'Princess of 56' was a sister of the mother of 'Oude van den Bosch' of Karel Meulemans! Can you imagine that? The world famous Janssen pigeons are related to the world famous Meulemans pigeons. The connecting link is 'Princess' a pigeon of Jos van den Bosch who also supplied Huyskens van Riel with their 'Dream Team' shortly after World War 2
So:
-Janssen and Meulemans both live in the town of Arendonk.
-Janssen and Meulemans both had a miracle bird called 'Merckx'.
- Both these miracle birds descend of 'Princess' of Jos van den Bosch.

The bloodline of 'Princess' is not only in Janssen's Merckx, 019 etcetera.
'The Halve Fabry' which I mentioned before is father to that wonder bird 'Oude Witoger' (B-65-6371172) which won 15 first prizes and 'Oude Witoger' is father of 'Oude Raket' etcetera.


More background information
Like mentioned before Meulemans and Wouters became partners in the sixties. Meulemans was the breeder, Wouters the racer. Wouters died in 1975 and believe it or not, the same day the pigeon called 'Merckx' the best racer the partnership ever had, lay dead in the loft. This 'Merckx', of course a son of the 'Basic Couple', was born in 1969 and won no less than 21 firsts. In those days the son in law of Wouters, Frans Marien, had also joined the pigeon sport. When Wouters died there was a problem.
The racing pigeons belonged to him and his son in law) whereas the breeders were in the Meulemans loft. What was bound to happen happened: A new partnership was formed: Meulemans Marien. So things went on as in the past, only the name of the partnership was changed. Meanwhile the fame of the children of 'The Basic Couple' spread like wild fire. With descendants of this pair fanciers like Hermes and Ritz in Germany and Geerts and Verbruggen in Belgium got tremendous successes.
Then something unexpectedly happened: Frans Marien, still young, committed suicide and Meulemans stood alone again.
After many disputes about the birds (whose were they?) a hard decision was taken:
They would be auctioned. This was in 1980 and at the total auction Meulemans re-purchased his favorites 'Kadet', 'Prins', 'Schoon Donker' and 'Bonte'. He had to pay a tremendous amount of money for his own birds but he has never regretted it. Especially 'Kadet' would turn out to be a tremendous producer. When 'Kadet' was stolen (in January 1986) it left poor Karel Meulemans very demoralized but he continued successfully with the offspring of 'Kadet'.
It was in the same auction in 1980 that Gommaire Verbruggen purchased 'Witneus' for a staggering amount of money after a battle for its possession with German millionaire Hermes. The offspring of 'Witneus' would make Verbruggen famous.
Hermes already owned his brother ('Piet') which had produced wonderful racers as well. Of course 'Witneus' and 'Piet' were direct children of the basic couple.
In the same auction Mr van Beerendonk bought a pigeon called '78.000'. A few years later he was to win National Bourges in Belgium against appr. 70.000 birds with a descendant!
I could go on mentioning the names of numerous fanciers who were successful with descendants of the 'Basic Couple' but it would take pages!

Reference list
We conclude this article with a reference list of children of 'The Basic Couple'.
The interesting thing is that they are all kinds of colors. The reason for this is the special color of the mother of the 'Oude van den Bosch' as mentioned before.

· 'Merckx' B-69-6653841, pencil cock. Winner of 21 1st prizes and National Ace Pigeon of Belgium in 1974. 

· 'Kadet' B-72-611169, pencil cock. Won as a yearling six 1st prizes and was stolen in 1986. In 1980 William Geerts got a blue hen off of 'Kadet'. Two descendants became Olympiad birds! 

· 'Witneus 73' B-73-6261175, pencil cock. Purchased by Verbruggen and a sensational breeder in the Verbruggen loft. 

· 'Junior' B-70-6070880, blue pied cock. 

· 'Piet' B-76-6371884, pencil pied cock. Purchased by German Raymund Hermes. 

· 'Benjamin' B-79-6752570, checker cock. 

· 'Blauwe Witpen' B-73-6261170, blue white flight cock. 

· 'Prins' B-76-6220346, pencil cock. 

· 'The 78.000' B-77-6793014, pencil white flight cock, purchased by W v Beerendonk. 'The 78.000' became grandfather of 1st National Bourges, entry about 70.000 birds. 

· 'Donkere' B-80-6754674, dark cock. 

· 'Schoon Donker' B-73-6261056, dark hen. 

· 'Liebling' B-78-6250000, checker hen. 

And more but these are not that important.

 In conclusion
The name of Meulemans will be remembered as long as pigeon sport will exist. Just like the names of Janssen Bros and Huyskens van Riel. Nowadays Meulemans (who was a simple farmer) is retired and races in partnership with his son in law under the name of 'Meulemans Damen'. ' Meulemans was the breeder and his former partners (Wouters and Marien) were the racers' it was always said. There is some truth in it. Meulemans was not a very successful racer in the past. It was the off-spring of his birds in other lofts that spread his fame. But as a pigeon man he is far from stupid. He realized that crossing different bloodlines is the road to success. So he imported other birds, crossed these with his own with the result that he became 1st National Champion of Belgium Long Distance 1999 in his section. Even his former partners, who were 'racers' did not achieve this.

Wrong
Please do not think that this article is propaganda for Meulemans birds. It is an homage to his 'Basic Couple' the best breeding couple in history. And the 'Basic Couple' itself is also history. Meulemans is a great name and he has good pigeons. But his recent winners are products of 'other blood' he imported. Like I mentioned before fanciers from the USA and 'The East' (Taiwan and Japan) like a family, birds which are related. The best breeding couple in history itself however ('Oude van den Bosch and 'Janssen hen') was a crossing. And most of the sensational winners and Ace pigeons which descend from this couple are crossings too! In a previous article I said 'a great name' does not necessarily mean quality birds. Meulemans is an exception to the rule. He is a great name, he had quality birds in the past thanks to his 'Golden Couple'. The fact that he has become a good racer now is because he was so smart as to cross the descendants of his 'Wonder pair' with other blood.
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	COCCIDIOSIS

	A tiny parasite. Two species:
Eimeria Labbeana 
Eimeria Columbarum 

	Two forms: 
Clinical: proper of the adult pigeon. There is no symptom but it diminishes the sport perfomance. There is a certain immunity.
Itself: It attacks young pigeons at the third week of age. Watery and faded faecal material, sometimes with blood (never liquid and green). Loss of weight and forms. Loss of color of the rainbow of the eye, changes grayish. Mucous of the mouth and the throat becomes pale (anemia). Opaque plumage.

	Analysis of faecal material.

	Sulfamidas "the continued use in the eye, causes damages at renal level"
Amprolium 
Cloazuril 
Toltazuril (Baycox Mr.)

	Alternate the above-mentioned drugs every 30 days in a preventive form. Possibility to use this treatment together with the one against trichomonas. Once finished the treatment, give vitamins during 3-4 days. Deep cleaning and general disinfection (do not forget that the eggs of coccidios reproduce in the accumulated faecal matter in the floor or trays being necessary three conditions: temperature, humidity and oxygen. Therefore we must prevent the humidity).


What is vitamin A?
	VITAMIN A:

	Action:
	Indispensable in the formation of the sanguineous capillaries. Form leaves from pigments of the retina (eye). 
Acts in the formation of all the epithelial coatings. It is used helping in infectious and antiparasitic diseases. Is also used as anti-stress substance and following the vaccinations.

	Deficiency:
	Sometimes it leads to the destruction of the eye (it is resembled to criza). Viscous exudate in the nasal graves. Patognomónicas are considered the nodules or white pustules as large as a pin head that are seen in post-mouth, pharynx, origin of the esophagus and stomach. 
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Bothasrus Posduif Klub Kwartaalikse Nuusbrief


Bothasrus Pigeon Club Quarterly News Letter                    











Die helfte van alle padvervoer kostes verskuldig aan die Unie en Federasie moet op die eerste aand van mandjie betaal word asook die skema gelde anders sal so n lid se duiwe nie gemandjie word nie – daar is nog 2 maande oor voor die eerste aand van mandjie so dit sal n goeie idee wees om solank maandeliks n bedrag af te knyp en op jou rekening af  te betaal.


Sorg dat jou duiwe gesond is wanneer hulle gemandjie word, geen siek duiwe sal in mandjies geplaas word nie


Lede moet teenwoordig wees as hulle duiwe gemandjie word, slegs lede wat werk op die aand van mandjie sal verskoon word of as n lid n noodgeval het.


Alle lede word versoek om hand by te sit en te help waar nodig met mandjie aande asook uitslaan van klokke.








Uit Die Geskiedenis / Out of the History





Die dames beoog om n kaas en wyn ete vir Moedersdag te hou by die klubhuis, en ons as komitee wens dan ook solank alle Moeders in die duiwe sport n geseëde Moedersdag toe en hoop dat die dag n sukses sal wees. Ons vra dan ook dat alle Moeders die kaas en wyn dag saam met ons klub kom geniet. Alle belang stellendes kan Lynette Erasmus kontak by Sel: 0833045976.









































   Wat word volgende beoog deur die dames?





                    BPK Jongduif en “Stock”duif Veiling 2009








Fonds Insamelings/Fund Raising


� =title ��





Page � PAGE  \* MERGEFORMAT �2� of � NUMPAGES  \* MERGEFORMAT �1�





Bothasrus se jaarlikse jong duif Veiling was gehou op Saterdag die 7de Februarie 2009 by die klub huis. Die potjiekos kompetisie is gewen deur Joe Botha met n Koedoe en Bosvark pot, beslis die beste wat jy kan kry. Hoop hy kan dit volgende jaar weer doen. Daar was n totaal van 85 jong duiwe op die veiling en n bedrag van R17390.00 was ingesamel met die jong duif veiling. Die broeiduif veiling het n bedrag van R7825.00 op gebring. Die geld wat deur die broei duif veiling ingesamel is sal gaan as n subsidie vir die lede van die klub om te help met die hoë koste van die sport. Ons as komitee van BPK wil net almal bedank vir hulle ondersteuning met die veiling en hulle voorspoed toe wens met die veiling wedvlug wat vanaf                         gevlieg sal word.





         Belangrike Dinge Om Te Onthou Vir 2009 Seisoen
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NICKY’S PIGEON HEALTH SHOP





DO YOU WANT YOUR PIGEONS TO BE IN TOP CONDITION?  THEN THIS IS THE PLACE TO BE!!





VISIT US AT:  24B MAINSTREET, DESPATCH – NEXT TO SALON MANUFIQUE   


                                                                     ACCROS ELRINA’S          


WE HAVE THE BEST QUALITY SORTED AND SELECTED PIGEON MIXTURES (MACHINE CLEANED) / MEDICINE AVAILABLE    





CHEVITA, ROHNFRIED, COLOMBINE, MEDPET, DOVA, SOFT TOUCH





FINE SEED MIXTURES


BUDGIE, CANARY, COCKATIEL, MIX BIRD,


MIX FOWL, CHRUSH MAIZE, WILD BIRD, 


CHICO, PEANUTS, PARROT, EXT.


BIRDS


BUDGIES, LOVEBIRDS, RINGNECKS, COCKATIELS, CANARY’S 


BIRD CAGES, TOYS, AVI-PRODUCTS


DOG / CATS


BRUSHES, TOYS, SJAMPOO, VITAMINS, EXT.


LOW PRICES


SUPER QUALITY


SUPER SERVICE





TRADING HOURS:  MONDAYS - FRIDAYS     09:00AM – 05:30PM 


                             SATURDAYS - SUNDAYS 09:00AM – 01:00PM


                             


TEL. NO:   041-9335089


CELL. NO: 0824148228 OR 0721046027








“ Jou duiwe verskaf jou baie plesier en genot so gee hulle net die beste op die mark – Nicky’s Petshop
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