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22nd June 2009
TO THE CHAIRPERSONS OF ALL CLUBS

EASTERN PROVINCE PIGEON UNION
Re: Jamestown Liberation – 21st June 2009-06-22

As Chairman of the EPPU,   all fanciers no doubt would look to me to explain what went wrong with the Race and toss effected on captioned date from abovementioned race point. 
Three weeks in succession now I had to make weather calls on races,   no-one complained about the first two weeks,  the information used to make these decision being no different a mode used to make this weeks weather call.   The results were however totally different.  
The answer as to why - evades even me,   although already I hear rumours that it rained the entire day at Jamestown and Queenstown and that this person or that confirmed rain until 12h00 the day.

Gentlemen and Ladies – this is bollocks.    On Saturday we were supposed to race Colesburg.   The Driver reported that it was raining heavily in Colesburg and there was no way we could liberate.  It was also raining in Noupoort and Middelburg.

The Chairman,   then looked at the possibility of moving the truck to De-Aar,   but the Police station advised that it was raining heavily in De-Aar and Henry Stighling also confirmed bad weather as far west as Beaufort West.

As the weather on the Butterworth route appeared far better,    the truck driver was instructed to proceed to Queenstown.  Both Federation Chairmen were advised of this decision prior to dispatching the trucks and no objection was received regarding this decision.   The Truck then proceeded towards Queenstown via the Gariep dam route.
En route the distance from Queenstown was noted to be 257km from Port Elizabeth and we would have been flying a Colesburg of 360km,   and in order to have approx. the same distance it was decided that Jamestown would be a better bet for liberation as it was only 26km closer to PE than Colesburg.

There was no way that the truck would arrive Jamestown at an appropriate hour to effect same day liberation and all were advised that the Race would be held over until the next day.

We obtained a Cell number from Henry Stiglingh for pigeon fancier Buks in Queenstown,   as well as our driver staying over at pigeon fancier and farmer – Mr. Willie Strydom’s farm which is about 5 km outside of Jamestown.    The TRPF and other Gauteng organizations also stay over at Mr. Strydoms farm when racing Jamestown and Mr. Strydom is very familiar to liberations and is also an avid Pigeon fancier himself.

The Jamestown region in fact Raced the Saturday from Warrenton,   whereby pigeons no doubt would have to had crossed over the area where we would have flown from i.e Colesburg area en 
route home,    and as can be confirmed by Mr. Strydom,   they had a very tough race with only a few birds through on the day.

Come Sunday morning at 07h20,   Lukas our driver phoned to advise that he was now at the designated liberation point on the farm,   and Mr. Willie Strydom was standing with him at the truck.

Lukas confirmed that the rain had abated from the previous night and early hours of the morning,  that the cloud had lifted and that the Sun was breaking in places through the cloud cover.

In fact he specifically mentioned that towards Queenstown the clouds were bright orange from the rays of the sun,  and that weather conditions looked good for liberation.   Mr. Willie Strydom confirmed this and predicted that it would be ideal for the liberation of racing pigeons.
Also let it be noted that the change in direction was apparently – according to feedback from the Chairmen of the respective federations – well received by the majority of the Pigeon Fanciers.

Based on information at my disposal – as well as the Police Charge Office at Jamestown confirming that there was no rain,  as well as discussing the weather condition at Queenstown with Buks(Cell nr.0829268832) – then being told that it was overcast and clearing and good for pigeon racing,   I instructed our driver – Lukas to release the pigeons as early as possible which would have been at 07h45.

Upon release the pigeons – without even turning and in one pack,     immediately departed in the general direction of Port Elizabeth,   and this was even commented on as to how quick they took direction by Mr. Willie Strydom pigeon fancier and witness to the liberation – should you wish to contact Mr. Strydom his number is 0721150471 to hear his comment on the weather conditions and liberation of the Pigeons.

When told that there was a certain fancier in Jamestown – a friend of an established fancier and personality in the pigeon fraternity,    who confirmed that it rained the whole day in Jamestown I too phoned this gentleman who told me the same story.   With this information I again phoned the police charge office in Jamestown who confirmed exactly what our driver had told us – namely – that the rain stopped early Sunday morning,   the weather cleared,  and only at 13h00 again in the afternoon did the rain commence in Jamestown. 
The driver en route was also asked the weather condition and with the exception of Steynsburg /Hofmeyer area where cloud cover was dense(no rain) the weather en route seemed fine.   In fact the driver confirmed that he did not once have to put on his windscreen wipers for any rain as there was none encountered en route back home.   It should be mentioned that he traveled home a lot longer than what the first pigeons took to return home and all the time there was no rain.

Johan Cronje who was out of town in Grahamstown also confirmed no rain, no wind, with temperatures reaching 26 degrees Celsius plus.   Port Alfred,  Bushmans River,   King Williamstown, Peddie all reported perfect weather conditions for racing,     cloud cover,   no wind,   no rain,   no mist and temperature in the mid 20’s.

Needless to say the race and Toss turned out to be a disaster with only approx. 50% of the birds homing on the day.

There has to now be someone to blame and immediately the same guys who in fact praised the decision earlier in the day,   now standing at the forefront throwing stones out of their glass houses.

In fact fanciers who assisted and were not adverse to the change in Race point and who in fact supplied us with cell numbers of Fanciers en route who we entered into dialogue with,   now calls for blood, due to their poor returns – in fact some of these fanciers are not even members of the EPPU. 
So fanciers,   what changed their sentiment from the morning to the evening – simple – their birds did not return and someone needs to be blamed for this.

No doubt the driver and myself have to bear the brunt of this as there is simply no-one else to blame.

Stating this,   these critics should also ask themselves,  that would the EPPU instruct there truck to change from Colesburg to another liberations point due to rain,   simply again – after driving an addition al 2-300km,  liberate the birds in Rain,  does this make sense to the person now critizing the liberation.    If one goes out from this analygy we could have just as well liberated the 
birds from Colesburg in the rain,  which we would never do,  despite ironically some of the fanciers in the two feds calling for this to be done,   now the same guys are complaining.
Fellow fanciers, every time we load a pigeon onto the Transporter we equip it with the best possible training to ensure they can return to their homes.   The Driver does everything possible to ensure they get 5(five) star treatment on the truck, and the EPPU Management tries everything possible to take all factors into account to ensure a straight honest race is flown.  Once the birds are liberated and what weather they then encounter en-route we unfortunately have no control over – whether it be Rain or Heat.

Interesting to note that it was in fact the yearlings that have succumbed and not the older experienced birds,   and one can reason that this was the first equivalent to Thursday night Basketing experienced by the yearlings,    and possibly they needed experience of how to eat and drink on the truck.  This coupled with their inexperience en-route,   could have also played a profound part.

In conclusion,  decisions – whether business or pigeons or in any other situation when needing to be made,     can only be made with information at your disposal at the time.  The information we had was;

No rain,   Cloud Cover Lifting,    Sun starting to break through,   Queenstown  cloudy but fine weather,     Peddie Fine weather,  Grahamstown fine weather,  Fish River Sun fine weather,   Port Alfred fine weather,   Bushman River Fine weather.
Equipped with this information,   the Driver advising weather conditions are fine,  confirmed by a local experienced fancier,  there was no other decision to be made but to liberate the pigeons.

Regrettably the returns are not what we wanted to see,   and here I too have many pigeons that have not homed.

Just last week it was when adverse weather was experienced en route,  worse than what was experienced this week,    and knives were out to slate the EPPU management,   whereby I received numerous calls and idle threats – these all abated when the returns of pigeons from both race and toss were satisfactory – gullible fanciers maybe,    hard to please definitely.   

Remember – despite all precautions being taken to look after the pigeons – everytime you load a pigeon onto any transporter,   there is a risk of it not returning home.   The weather reports are available to all,   every fancier has a choice of whether he wants to load his pigeons or not,   when things go awry,   is it always one party to blame or is there some responsibility on all of us.  After all it is the nature of the sport we participate in.

Already as I write this letter to you,  reports are coming in that pigeons are arriving home this morning,   some fanciers at 09h00 already receiving up to 12 pigeons from yesterdays toss.

It is my sincere wish that all your pigeons return.

Yours in sport

Shane Gerber

Chairman - EPPU
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