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SANPO / EPPU
19. ELECTRONIC SCANNING SYSTEMS

The following clock rules are used together and/or as an addition to the clock rules of EPPU:

1. CLOCK RULES

1.1. All makes of clocks used by EPPU members have to be approved by the SANPO Board.
1.2. Electronic Ring Scanning Systems (ERS), as approved from time to time by SANPO, may be used in the place of the traditional rubber ring and the mechanical/quarts systems.

1.3. SANPO reserves the right to withdraw the approval of any Electronic Ring Scanning System at any time.

1.4. A club may use any approved ERS System.  Individual club members are responsible for insuring system hardware and software compatibility with other systems in use within the club.  It is not the responsibility of EPPU or the club to make the correct ERS System available to members.  It is however the club’s responsibility to ensure the correct and safe use of the system within the club.

1.5. An affiliated club and/or federation may not refuse to allow the use of an approved ERS System, except when the correct hardware and software are not available. To remove an approved system from the list, a written statement must be supplied to SANPO before use of an approved system is disallowed.

1.6. The users of ERS Systems will be required to :
1.6.1. Use the unique register rings of the ERS System to program at least three identity figures or letters during basketing and/or entering.
1.6.2. The electronic rings may only be those approved by SANPO and supplied by an approved ERS System supplier.

1.6.3. Electronic rings used during a race may only be the read/write type.

1.6.4. Generate printout of race data direct to a printer.

1.7. Basketing antenna, control keys and software used in the ERS System will be purchased or procured by the system owner.
2. INSTALLATION

2.1. System sensor (antenna) may only be installed within the following rules:   

2.1.1. Installed according to the instructions.

2.1.2. Antennas must be installed in traps.

2.2. The sensor can only be placed in the following positions:

2.2.1. Any place inside the loft where a “fly-in”, open – door system is used.

2.2.2. Inside the closed walkway of an open jump-in trap system.

2.2.3. Underneath the bottom floor of a “sputnik-trap”.

2.2.4. Attached to the inside or bottom of a stall section of an “American Stall Trap”.
2.2.5. Any place inside the loft where a door can be closed and the racing pigeon is under control of the competitor.

2.3. Antennas in use by system owner will be registered with club/union/federation.  The antennas must be installed in an approved position and shall not be moved at random.  Spot checks may be done at any given time (reasonable). 

2.3.1. Where antenna is part of ERS control (clock), it may be used as a stand-alone system if it is registered with club/union/federation.  It needs not to be sealed in position.

2.3.2. No antenna or any other sensor may be placed outside the loft other, as indicated above, or any other place outside the loft premises.
3. REGISTRATION

3.1. The attachment of electronic rings to the pigeons must be checked by the Race Secretary or designated person of each affiliated club to ensure that the ring(s) is securely engaged.  This process may be performed at the first pre-season function and may be repeated during the racing season. 
3.2. After all electronic rings have been securely placed on each pigeon, the Race Secretary or Race Committee member will obtain a printout (in duplicate) of a competitor’s pigeon’s ring data prior to a race in which the birds may be entered.  The Race Secretary who will retain a copy of the report, will sign the report.  Another copy will be given to the competitor as his verification of the eligibility of each pigeon.  The ring data list may be updated during the racing season.  The Race Secretary or nominated person of the organization/club have the right at all times to make a printout of registered pigeons in a member’s control unit (clock) to verify correct ER identity numbers.
3.3. Due to the limitations of the software of a number of electronic scanning systems only a limited number of characters preceding the actual pigeon I.D. number can be assigned, displayed and printed. In these cases birds will be allowed to be entered for a race as long as the full description on the I.D. ring is captured on the Race Entry Form. A pigeon is disqualified if the full description (all characters) as displayed on the I.D. ring was incorrectly captured on the Race Entry Form. [New rule: adopted at EPPU Delegates Meeting held on 20-02-2007]

4. BASKETING AND RACE PROCEDURES

4.1. Check strikes not compulsory.  Strike out will be done on time signal and variations to be taken into account.  Printout can be done on request.  All clocks will be strike or synchronized on any approved time signal (radio, TV, telephone 1026 time, GPS).  Time signal used should be standard in organization, eg. same radio station etc.
4.2. Official entry forms must be used if clock does not show all particulars required by organization, eg. colour or sex.
4.3. The Race Secretary or ERS committee of each affiliated club will set and program all individual control modules (clocks) with correct date, time and race particulars before each race.

4.4. Members must remove all rings (where possible) and watches on his/her hands and fingers and place his/her hand over basketing unit before he/she baskets his/her pigeons.  Verify that life ring and ER ring particulars are identified (members may not read own life ring).  ERS control officer can request member at any time to place his/her hands over the basketing unit again.

4.5. The member may not have any electronic rings on his/her person during basketing.  This will disqualify member from race.  Basketing unit may be used to detect foreign rings.

4.6. Member may be instructed to nominate a fellow member to carry and enter his/her pigeons.  All safety rules will then transfer to this nominated member.

4.7. After electronically entering all the pigeons, a list will be printed of all the competitors entrants as verification of the birds entered.  The Race Secretary or ERS control officer and the competitor will sign the printout.  This printout will be attached to the race entry form.  The printout may also be the race entry form.  Control keys to be secured by Race Secretary of club/FED/Union during period after entering race to time of obtaining race-registering data.  Should the Race Secretary also have an electronic system, he may not have alone control thereof.  Should there be no control key, the basketing unit must be secured.  This will be done for each race entered.

4.8. If time or data of control module (clock) is set incorrectly, eg. 18:00:00 instead 19:00:00 then this deviation should be recorded and added/subtracted from all times during race period.  This is necessary as time of control module (clock) cannot be reset after entry of first pigeon.

4.9. If the data contained in an ERS System becomes defective, erased of corrupted between entry and the result printout, that competitor will be disqualified.  The Race Secretary will verify the system failure.
4.10. If any competitor intentionally corrupt or destroy the electronic data of another competitor then that part of the competitor’s entry will be disqualified from competition.  The guilty competitor will be dealt with according to the organization’s rules.

4.11. After closing a race the Race Secretary or his/her representative will print out all data prior to transferring data from the ERS System to the computer.  The printout will serve as a back-up document for the later reference if necessary.  All data files, where applicable, should be stored on a back-up disk in the event of data reconstruction being necessary.

4.12. A printout must be supplied within the time limits laid down by each federation.

4.13. Should an ERS System display (under control of control-key) the complete data set, including ring entry control verification, but is unable to generate a printout, the Race Secretary will report it in writing.  The written report will be used for calculating race results.

4.14. Where basketing unit’s internal clock is used to obtain member’s control unit (clock) variation, this internal clock will be set and its variation obtained for each clock race period, as laid down by the SANPO approved document.

4.15. Should clock print out an error code, such member’s clock shall be disqualified and deemed faulty.  Faulty control units (clocks) must be recalled for detail investigation to determine cause of problem.

4.15.1. In case where an electronic clock becomes defective before the pigeons in a particular race arrive at the loft and where the relevant clock can’t be repaired in time, the owner of the clock may remove the electronic ring from a pigeon’s leg when it arrives at the loft.  The owner may then remove the electronic ring and proceed without delay to the nearest pigeon fancier, where he/she can use the nearest pigeon fancier’s manual clock to clock the bird.  The time indicated for the relevant pigeon on the second clock will be accepted as the actual clock time for this pigeon.  In case of the abovementioned circumstances the matter must be reported to the Racing Secretary immediately.  The defect clock must be handed in for inspection at the club when the other fanciers’ clocks are being stroked for the relevant race.  Only if the complete race/ring data can be retrieved from the electronic ring can it be accepted.

4.16. The electronic ring of winning pigeons must be inspected for tampering, during verification of the winning bird after the race.

4.17. The Race Secretary or nominated person has the right to request owner to set his control unit (clock) and register the winning pigeon on his system.  A printout of registered pigeons must then be generated and the ER identity of the winning pigeon must be compared with the ER ID on the Race Secretary’s copy.
4.18. No assignment of ER will take place on basketing night.

.

4.19. Should an E-ring become faulty on basketing night the following shall apply: 
(a) The matter is to be reported to the Federation and/or Club Race Secretary, whom will take the faulty E-ring in possession till after the race is completed.
(b) No E-ring will be taken home by a fancier once scanned at basketing. 
(c) A replacement E-ring is allowed to be put on the pigeon subject to the following:

1. After the dysfunctional e-ring was removed by the race secretary and/or club chairman, the pigeon is to be handed to the race secretary or club chairman who will ask the owner/fancier whether he/she wishes to replace the entry bird with a substitute entry bird or only a substitute e-ring from outside the basketing area. 

2. If the owner/fancier wishes to replace the original entry bird with a substitute bird, the race secretary and/or club chairman will instruct the owner/fancier to fetch a substitute bird from his allocated toss basket outside the basketing area and to present the bird to the race secretary and/or club chairman and other committee members in the basketing area. In the presence of the race secretary and/or club chairman and other committee members the original entry bird is to be removed and replaced with the substitute entry bird.

3. If the owner/fancier wishes to enter the original entrant bird with a substitute e-ring and not a substitute bird, the race secretary and/or club chairman will instruct the owner/fancier to fetch a substitute ring from outside the basketing area and to present the substitute ring to the committee members who will oversee the placement of the substitute ring on the entry bird. Race Rule 4.22 (under the heading ELECTRONIC SCANNING SYSTEMS p. 5) will apply regarding the entry form data of the replacement ring being different from the data of the actual ID ring.

(Adopted at 2nd Delegates Meeting on 20 August 2010 in PEPF Hall)
4.20. When the data on the E-ring with specific reference to the number and year is different to the data on the Identification ring when scanned at basketing the pigeon will not be disqualified and will be eligible to be entered for a race subject to the following: [New rule: adopted at EPPU Delegates Meeting held on 20-02-2007]

(a) The discrepancy is immediately reported to the Federation and/or Club Race Secretary.

(b) The Federation and/or Club Race Secretary writes the correct data as displayed on the bird’s identification ring in brackets next to the incorrect data on the entry sheet and the Federation and/or Club Race Secretary, one additional clock committee member and the member fancier sign in full next to the corrected entry.

(c) The necessary assignment corrections must be done to the incorrect E-ring within 1 week. Immediate disqualification of the bird will apply if a repeat offence with the same incorrect E-ring takes place and no substitution ring or replacement bird will be allowed. 

4.21. The Clock Committee member(s) responsible for the Club system & keys are not allowed to use their own electronic clocks for striking in and out. Failure to comply will result in immediate disqualification of the club for those races. A repeat offence will result in immediate disqualification of the club for the remainder of the season. [New rule: adopted at EPPU Delegates Meeting held on 20-02-2007]

5. A member caught using another member’s E-ring without his/her written permission will be disqualified for that particular race and be subjected to a disciplinary hearing.

6. The current ERS System that are approved for use by the affiliated clubs are:

· UNIKON Deister Electronic Gmb II versions : 1,9,2,9 or later editions race sensors 2.0 or later editions (provisional approved to 31/12/2001)

· TIPES Dichlident Gmb II Version: 3,00 or later editions Race Sensor; ESA 400 or later editions.

· TAURIS RUTER EPV-System Gmb II Minden Version; 5k or later editions.  Race Sensor, ESZ or later editions (provisional approved to 31/12/2001).

· BENZING ATIS System / EXPRESS ( ZA;01.01b) latest SANPO approved software.

· BRICON System with latest SANPO approved software (SA 10).  

END
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	ELECTRONIC SCANNING SYSTEMS / CLOCKS
	
	
	

	
	NAME/TYPE OF ELECTRONIC CLUB SYSTEMS USED
	SERIAL NUMBER OF ELECTRONIC CLUB SYSTEM
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	NAMES OF ELECTRONIC CLOCK COMMITTEE  MEMBERS
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	Controller at scanning, annotation  and checking of entry forms & printed results
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	Responsible safe keeping of Club System No.1, checking of entry forms & printed results
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	Controller at scanning, annotation  and checking of entry forms & printed results 
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	Controller at scanning, annotation  and checking of entry forms & printed results 
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	Responsible safe keeping of Club System No.2, checking of entry forms & printed results
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	Controller at scanning, annotation  and checking of entry forms & printed results 
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	Responsible safe keeping of keys of Club System No.1 & 2
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[New rule: adopted at EPPU Delegates Meeting held on 20-02-2007]
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