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Elke jaar kom daar `n tyd om terug te kyk na die jaar wat was.    2008 is natuurlik geen uitsondering nie en as ons kyk na die,  soos enige ander jaar was daar hoogtepunte en laagtepunte.

Die jaar het afgeskop met die Baba reeks wat baie straf gekompeteer was met Winnie en Steven wat die reeks gewen het.      Dit het ook die toon vir die Hoofwedvlug seisoen gestel angesien Winnie en Steven `n besonderse en wonderlike wedvlug jaar beleef het.

Hulle het amok gemaak op die Kort pad,    hulle vorm voorgesit in die Middelafstand,   en ‚n bietjie die afspit gedelg op die langpad,   maar soseer was hulle dominasie in die Kort en Middelpad Kampioenskappe dat weke voor die einde daar al gegis was dat hulle nie gevang sou word nie.   Baie geluk dus aan ons Baba sowel as Hoofseries Kampioen – Winne Brent en Steven Williams.

In die babareeks was daar ook nog `n hoogtepunt vir my persoonlik,  en dit was die voorstel van Michael en Pam Beuzec,   dat die PE Federasie `n afsonderlike junior Kompeteisie hou,   vir die Juniors in die Babareeks,  en die OPPU het dit ondersteun deur die Vervoer aan die Juniors vir hul makisimum 5 duiwe te borg en verniet te laat deelneem.   Arthers Petshop het ook ingespring en ook `n mooi trofee en minatuur trofee geborg vir die Juniors wat in die reeks presteer het.

This is indeed Grass Roots level and a great idea to stimulate the interest among the junior members of the Region. This could be the start of the resurgence of the Pigeon Sport in the future.

Geluk aan Pieter Ferreira Junior wat dan ook as die 2008 PE Federasie Junior Baba Kampion gekroon word.

The Race Programme for 2008 was finalized at a new forum voted in at the 2007 AGM whereby both Federations put their proposal through to the EPPU Management Committee which then finalised the programme.
For all intent and purposes the programme was accepted as a fair but tough programme whereby we were to explore some unchartered waters of Ixopo,   Richmond, Pietermaritzburg, Greytown liberation points for the first time.
The EPPU Chairman also came under immense pressure due to his Management Committee deciding on earlier liberations than previous years,   but later were vindicated by even the staunchest objectors requesting and agreeing that the early Liberations were indeed the answer and served the interest of our pigeons far more than the normal liberation times would have done.

Whilst halfway through the season the race programme, especially the East Route was producing fantastic races,   but this was the calm before the storm.   The second half of the season proved to be so tough due to adverse weather conditions that the EPPU were forced to re-look at liberation points other than those depicted on the programme for the final 6 weeks.   Again we were ostracized for making this decision,   but in the end congratulated that we stood firm as there was a feeling that the interest of pigeons and not the Pigeon fancier were first priority.

All decisions made might not have been correct,   but all were made with only one thing in mind and that was the interest of the pigeons,   and if the majority of our decisions were in fact good calls we succeeded,   but we would be naïve to think that all decision we made were indeed correct.   We need to continuously learn from these poor decisions in order to prevent the reoccurrence of same in future.

The pattern of the competitive season was that PE Federation members dominated the Short distance races, especially the East Route, with the UD Federation members making a concerted comeback effort in the later stages of the Middle Distances and Long Distances Races.

Another interesting phenonomenon was the dominance of a single Club in the PE Federation and Eastern Province Pigeon Union whereby a club consisting of 14 members,   had the prestigious achievement of 6 of these 14 members filling the first 6 position in the Eastern Province Pigeon Union and 8 out of the top 10 in the PE Federation.   My congratulations to the members of the Metropolitan Racing Pigeon Club.
Ook vir die eertse keer in jare het duiweboere oor drie wedvlugte kompeteer vir `n Motor Kar.  Hierdie sal weer in 2009 plaasvind en dames,   oorreed u mans om R1000 vir 5 ringe te betaal en die duiwe oor 3 wedvlugte te laat deelneem en moontlik vir u `n motor kan loslaan.  Ringe is beskikbaar by Roger Lodge. -  If you snooze you will loose.   

Congratulations it is indeed an honor and a privilege to be handing the Bakkie to Niel Chalmers who performed admirably during this event making him a deserved winner.   
Currently 70 sets of rings have been sold and already the Motor Car is secure for 2009.
Die Laagtepunte   

Dit was absoluut betredenswardig om te dink dat een duiweboer dit vir almal probeer moeilik maak,    deur die OPPU aan die SPCA(DBV) te raporteer,  wetend dat ons alle voorsorgmatrieels tref vir die absolute versorging van ons geliefde Duiwe op roete na wedvlugpunt ,    en dit vir eie gewin.  Hy het ongelukkig in sy doelwit misluk en die wedvlug het wel plaasgeving met sy prestasie ook ewe betreudenswaardig waar sy Duiwe laat by die huis opgedaag het.
Sover dit die SPCA aangaan,  die feit dat ons geraporteer is onder die duiweboere 'n swak smaak gelos,  aangesien hulle weet dat die Duiwe goed versorg word,   maar ons het die geleentheid verwelkom om die verteenwoordiger van die SPCA die prosedures,  versorging en transport geriewe te wys hoe ons ons Duiwe behandel op Maandjie aand.
Ek het persoonlike self die volgende dag met die dame van die SPCA gepraat en sy het aan my bevestig dat sy beindruk was met hoe die duiwe hanteer word,  en in watter uitstaande kondisie hulle verkeer.
Die OPPU het `n uitnodiging aan die SPCA gerig om selfs op `n OPPU komittee te dien,  om hulle die gerustheid te gee dat alles moontlik gedoen word om die duif so goed as moontlik te versorg.

Ten spyte van die negatiewe bedoeling van die persoon wat ons aan die SPCA raporteer het,   het dit `n positiewe nadraai vir die OPPU gehad en ek glo ook `n beter verstandhouding en kommunikasie tussen die SPCA en die OPPU tot stand gebring.   

`n Ander insident was die vervanging van ons Kleintrok drywer aangesien die sonder `n geldige permit/bestuurlisensie ons bates bestuur het,  `n besluit wat deur `n individuel lid bevraagteken is sonder dat hy die feite ken en dan nog probeer dreig om die persoon by te staan as hy na die CCMA toe wou gaan.
Mense, dink net, as die drywer `n noodlottige ongeluk gemaak het in wat se moeilikheid sou die OPPU gewees het,   maar nou ja kom ons los dit maar daar.

Financially the year proved to be a tough one,  both for the EPPU and the Pigeon Fanciers alike.   We saw Petrol price rise to all time highs in excess of R12/liter,   we saw the Oil price reach USD160 per barrel we saw Pigeon Food reach R250 per 50kg bags, this all contributing to making it difficult for Fanciers to competitively exercise their sport.

It was pleasing to see that certain clubs at least gave some serious thought on how to try and cut costs for the Pigeon fancier,   but regrettably these efforts were thwarted by cynical fanciers always thinking there were ulterior motives and agenda’s.   How wrong could they have been?
To my Committee – both Management and Executive Committee, my sincere thanks for your assistance.   To the drivers and assistants – thank you for all your hard work in sometimes very miserable weather.

To the wives that sit at home, thank you for allowing your husbands to participate in this sport.   To my wife I say thank you very much as without you I would not be able to have practice this sport I and so many of us hold dear.

And lastly – to all the winners - Congratulations, and to those who did not have such a successful year,  I extend my utmost gratitude for your participation as without you,  there would be no sport and wish you every success in your breeding season as you aspire to nurture the Champion you so richly deserve.
In conclusion as the Festive Season approaches I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families the very best for the Festive Season, and let’s not forget the most important Birthday we will shortly be celebrating and that is of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Thank You
By: Shane Gerber
