A Bakkie Race with a Difference
Metropolitan Racing Pigeon Club Bakkie Race 2008

By Mr. Pied
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The Metropolitan Racing Pigeon Club, Champion Club of the Port Elizabeth Racing Pigeon Federation and Eastern Province Pigeon Union hosted its first Car race dubbed “The Bakkie Race” in 2008.

Always looking at proactive ways of promoting interest amongst Pigeon Fanciers, Metro Club decided that they will host such a Race.   The only way to do so was by putting a “stake” in the ground and saying to the fanciers that come hell or high water – there would be a Bakkie Race in 2008.

Once decided, the real work began.  We had to think of a format of how we were going to Race for the Bakkie,   we had to start looking at procuring a Bakkie,   and we had to embark on a Marketing Campaign to solicit support for such an initiative.  I say – embark on a Marketing campaign, as so many fanciers are skeptics of such a scheme and would rather criticize and give us all the reasons why it would not work rather than saying – “Guys  lets make it happen”. Also the fact that the very members that complain that they win nothing are normally the members who hardly ever support such an initiative, so whilst we had our critics, we went ahead hoping to prove the Doomsday Profits wrong.

The format was decided and seemed to be a fairly unique format;

1) The club will sell sets of 5 rings at R1000 per set.

2) The set of 5 rings would participate as one team.

3) Should you purchase two sets of 5 rings you could not interchange the rings from one team to another as the set sold would be the registered team.
4) Points allocation would depend on the number of sets sold as there would be a point on offer for each set sold e.g.  We sold 72 sets so 72 points were on offer.

5) The first pigeon of each team will count for full points whilst the remaining pigeons would push the next pigeon down a position should it take a place in the first 72 positions.

6) The Race will be determined over 3 races and not a sudden death race – winner takes all.

7) The Races will be effected over 3 different directions so as to be as fair as possible to all contestants.

8) The team of 5 pigeons rather than the individual pigeon would receive points; therefore it did not have to be the same bird clocked in every leg, but in fact could be any of the 5 birds of the team that arrived first at home.

9) The race was to be flown under the auspices of the Metropolitan Racing Pigeon Club and was not to be a SANPO nor EPPU sanctioned Race, which in essence meant that the organizing committee of the club would have final say in any disputes.

10) Pigeons with electronic rings and those that are clocked manually were rang with a second ring.   Upon arrival of the pigeon at home the fanciers would have to telephonically report the pigeon to the Race Co-Coordinator,   and the Race Co-Coordinator would ask them to read a certain digit of the second rubber ring upon reporting.   No-one knew which number the Race- Coordinator could call for in an attempt to try and provide a sense of security.   Also the Club could toss any bird after its arrival to ensure the birds presence at its loft.

11) All three races would be in excess of 600km

And so the first leg fast approached.    A hotly contested first race was raced from Groblershoop on 7th August 2008, with the second being flown from Bethlehem 4th September 2008 and a 3rd from Fouriesburg later on,    which was a deviation from the originally planned Kokstad which was to be flown on the 29 September 2008.
Despite attempt by a selfish competitor to try and get the Race cancelled by reporting the EPPU to the SPCA,  this in fact had a far more positive effect for the EPPU than what the fancier had hoped for,   by allowing the EPPU to  give the SPCA representative a guided tour on how the birds were handled on Basketing night.    The SPCA representative confirmed to the Chairman of the EPPU that they were very impressed with the condition in which the birds were and how the birds were handled when basketing.   

Due to adverse weather conditions at liberation point for the 3rd leg, the race was changed to Bethlehem and later to Fouriesburg as the constant effort by an individual fancier to try and have the Race cancelled was thwarted and the 3rd leg proceeding according to revised plans.   Needless to say the Fancier in questions bird was homed late from this leg of the Bakkie Race.

In a separate incident the Metropolitan Race Organizing Committee disqualified a contestant after it was found that the same team that participated in the 1st leg of the Bakkie Race was basked 2 weeks prior to the race for another race in a fanciers team who’s address was registered approx. 14 km closer to Race point than from where the Bakkie Team participating was supposed to fly too.    As this was in breach of any security rule of any Federation, Union or Combine,   and is a contravention of the very fundamental that ensures fair competition i.e. Ensuring the Security Code is enforced, the Metro Organizing Committee,   disqualified the fancier team of pigeons and furthermore advised that he would be excluded from any further Money/Bakkie Races hosted by the Metropolitan Racing Pigeon Club.
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NIEL CHALMERS CROWNED FIRST METROPLITAN BAKKIE WINNER.

Now that the unpleasant issues were out of the way, the serious business of winning the Bakkie was foremost on everyone’s mind.

The 3 legs were fiercely contested, with a Bakkie on offer for first prize and 15 microwaves on offer for the next 15 positions.
In the end there can only be one and this proved to be more than true for the Winner.

Not only was Niel Chalmers the winner of a Brand New Nissan 1400 Bakkie,   but what made it so much more sweeter was the fact that the same bird was his first bird home in every one of the three legs contested – an absolutely wonderful achievement from Pigeon Fancier and Pigeon alike.  One pigeon therefore in fact won the Bakkie for Niel when there were also four others in the same team that could have contributed – an achievement that any Fancier would be proud of.
A pigeon originating from the Jansen 1801 lines of Monty van der Berg,    outperformed 360 other pigeons contesting the Bakkie Race Series, and it was indeed down to the wire, with Lerrigan Rensburg,   Jason Ross and Doctor TP Knoetze providing stern competition with any one of these members being in a position to have won the Bakkie going into the 3rd leg of the Bakkie Race.
However as stated there could only be one and one there was – The Winner – Metropolitan Racing Pigeon Club 2008 Bakkie winner being Niel Chalmers who also managed to win the Long Distance Championship of the Eastern Province Pigeon Union.
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2008 saw the start of something that could become a yearly institution.    We have already sold in excess of 80 sets of rings for the 2009 Metro Bakkie Race, ensuring the success of the Bakkie Race for 2009 as well.

Here I would also like to take the opportunity to thank Roger Lodge for his total dedication in organizing the mechanics and Logistics of the Bakkie Race Series,    as without his help we would have been hard pressed to have made a success of the Bakkie Race as we did.

To all the fanciers that participated we thank you for your support,     maybe 2009 would be your year to win the Bakkie.

Should you have any enquiries regarding the bakkie Race please direct these to Mr. Roger Lodge on cell no. 083 258 9803.

