SANPO NOTES
THESE NOTES ARE FOR THE ATTENTION AND INTEREST OF PIGEON FANCIERS IN THE EASTERN CAPE

On Friday and Saturday the 9th and 10th April, 2010 I attended the SANPO Cocktail Party and AGM at Pine Lodge in Port Elizabeth.

Dr Ockert Botha gave a two hour lecture and PowerPoint demonstration on pigeon diseases and their remedies.  Besides being a fully fledged Veterinary Surgeon, he is an absolute genius and scientist on the development and promotion of the AVIOMED range of pigeon medicines and products.  All these products were on display and for sale at very reasonable prices.
He discussed the entire spectrum of all known worms, their effect and treatment.  As far as paramyxovirus was concerned he emphasised the fact as to how essential it was to vaccinate all birds in the loft with PMV1 or other available vaccines.  He stressed the fact that the best time to vaccinate youngsters was at the time of weaning.  Paramyxovirus had taken on a different form altogether which he illustrated in picture format and said that this virus had now been discovered in African Grey parrots as well.  It was also necessary to perform a follow up vaccination.
On his own admission, he said that the current Medipox pigeon pox vaccine was not effective and he was currently researching a new vaccine.  In response to a question, he stated that the follicle method of vaccination was still the best practice to adopt.  It was important that the ‘scratch’ did not bleed at all as this simply washed the vaccine off the body and rendered it ineffective.  The President of SANPO, Rhyn van Rooyen, had developed a method of administering the vaccine with the use of an ordinary syringe loaded with the vaccine, the tip of the needle having a metal device to scratch the skin, whilst the serum was simultaneously applied thereon.
Dr Botha is also involved in the development of Ultra Dog Hypo Allergenic dog food made up of ostrich meat and rice which is particularly suited for dogs who suffer from skin allergies.  A twelve bag supply for one year was auctioned off at a price of R6, 000-00 to an aspirant bidder.
Dr Botha’s lecture was both informative and very interesting and to crown it all, it was free of charge.  A strange fact is that he does not fly or race pigeons at all but merely keeps them for experimental and test purposes.

The AGM on Saturday produced the following information for the attention of members.  An agenda is attached hereto for interest’s sake.

On the 7/8th May the SANPO National Pigeon Show will be held at Graaff Reinet.  Futher information relating hereto is attached.  
Anti doping or drug testing costs had increased to R1, 000-00 of which the Club paid R400-00 and SANPO R600-00.  In future this fee of R400-00 was to be paid directly to the SANPO Treasurer and not the Jockey Club of SA.
A special issue of the SA & World Pigeon news magazine was to be issued free of charge to all members at some stage this year.

SANPO subs for both 2010 and 2011 were set at R40-00 per member.  This was in terms of Para 6.1.1 of the SANPO Constitution. 

On Saturday afternoon the SANPO – SCMDPR sale/auction took place.
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