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Eastern Province Pigeon Union

Oostelike Provinsie Posduif Unie

R a c e / B a s k e t  a n d  C l o c k  R u l e s
The Race and Clock rules of the Eastern Province Pigeon Union have been updated and amended upon instructions from the Council of the Eastern Province Pigeon Union to fulfill the need for amended and updated race, basketing and clock rules. 

These rules are not part of the constitution of the Union, but are added for information and as terms of reference.

Clauses have been re-indexed, as to make them easy to follow.

The Council of the Union shall have power to amend, add and delete rules as deemed necessary from time to time.

Series shall mean – All birds flown in young bird races [separate series] & all birds flown in yearling and any-age races [separate series]

These rules are binding to all affiliated Federations, Societies and Clubs as from the year 1996.

These rules are specifically updated to step up security, and at the same time to enhance the sport, with specific emphasis to give the participating members any benefit of doubt regarding administration errors or faults, perpetrated through pettiness and unfairness, to have participating members disqualified.  Rules should be seen to guide not bind.

The interpretation of the Union Executive Committee shall be final and binding, specifically regarding security, upon all members.

These rules were unanimously accepted and passed at a Special General Meeting of the Eastern Province Pigeon Union held on 27th March 1996 in the Port Elizabeth Pigeon Federation Hall and subsequent delegates and AGM meetings since.
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1. Union membership
a. Any Club with their headquarters in Port Elizabeth, Uitenhage and Despatch, and their Club boundaries within the boundaries of the E.P.P.U. shall be eligible for admission to the E.P.P.U. and will qualify to compete in Union races subject to the rules as laid down and which may be changed from time to time.
b. The Secretaries of all Clubs must submit a list of names, addresses, contact numbers, ID number [of all new members] and erf numbers of all their affiliated members to the Union Secretary, in duplicate, not later than the end of April each year. [Proposed amendment 23 February 2010] A member will be refused participation and immediate disqualification will apply when the member’s club has failed to submit the club list on or before the night of basketing.

The list must clearly state:

a. whether a member is an old member, new member, non-flying member or transferred member.

b. the names of their office bearers, clock committee and delegates for E.P.P.U. meetings.
c. Birdage Totals per club for races and tosses (Adopted 23 February 2010)

d. No member of an affiliated Club or society will be allowed to compete in Union races until his or her current subscriptions and other dues have been paid to the Union Treasurer.

e. *amended/ adopted at Union Special General Meeting held no Tuesday 15-04-1997.* 

Any member, partner or family member, pertaining to same loft/erf number may join more than one Club, provided he/she has been authorized in writing, by his/her present Club, pays all monies due to the Union, and registers two teams of birds.

f. Any member, partner or family member, pertaining to the same erf/loft may use one clock if racing in the same Club / society.

g. Two members may race not of the same loft, in the same Club or in two different Clubs, provided each member registers his own team of birds and pays all monies due to the Union. Provided that registration takes place prior to the first race of a series, and also no condition that no bird may be transferred during a series between such members. *[any fraudulence then suspension will apply to the loft.]*

h. Any member who has been suspended from his Club will automatically be suspended from the Union.

i. Any member, who resigns or ceases to be a member of a Club, automatically ceases to be a member of the Union.

j. No individual member may become a member of the Union.

k. The following fees will be applicable to all Clubs affiliated to the Union:

active or non-flying members:

E.P.P.U. membership fee - as decided by the E.P.P.U. annually. 

S.A.N.P.O. affiliation fee - as decided by S.A.N.P.O. 

country Clubs: 
E.P.P.U. administration fee - as decided by the E.P.P.U. annually 
S.A.N.P.O. affiliation fee - as decided by S.A.N.P.O.
l. The EPPU reserves the right to draft up a black-list whereby any fancier owning a Club, Federation or Union money will be placed on the black-list and refused participation in any EPPU sanctioned race.

[new rule: adopted at Union Delegates Meeting held on Tuesday 21-02-2006]
2. determination of distances
Applications for measurements and distances, are to be forwarded to the Union Treasurer or Official nominated by the Executive of the Union - Giving name, ID number, address, and erf number of member, stating whether member is a new member or current member with new address. Only distances determined by the official surveyor of the Union shall be accepted.

3. registration of pigeons
All birds entered in Union or Club races must be the absolute property of the member.
Race Secretaries of Clubs are to register all rings sold each year in ring return book; also Clubs should register all foreign rings, strays and sale birds, by the end of January each year, with Union Secretary / Ring Registrar.

4. registration of stray birds
If a member races a stray bird without the owner’s permission and an objection is made to the Union, such member can be suspended for three weeks.

But if a stray pigeon traps at a members loft, such pigeon is to be reported immediately to the Union Secretary/ Ring Registrar, if the original owner does not collect such pigeon within seven days, then a letter is to be forwarded to the Union Secretary/ ring registrar stating that such pigeon has not been collected by the owner after being reported.

If the pigeon has still not been claimed after one month, member will be entitled to race the said pigeon, but will not have ownership.

Union can give racing rights, but not ownership rights, until such time as the original owner gives ownership rights.

5. Race Entry Forms
a. Only official E.P.P.U. sanctioned Race Entry Form must be used to enter birds for any Union races.


b. The original and copy of the Race Entry Form must be identical, with all nominations special pools, sale birds and entries clearly marked, on night of basketing, and the original and copy must be separated immediately after basketing members’ birds.


c. The original and rubber ring tags must be immediately sealed, and the copy must be handed in to the Federation/ Union Race Secretary, prior to the liberation of pigeons.


d. The registration letters, ring number and year of bird on identification ring must be entered in the appropriate space on the form (e.g. ZAOP or SAOP) will be acceptable for identification.


e. Any alterations on Race Entry Form must be deleted and rewritten at the bottom of form immediately after details of last entry.
f. Birds entered on Race Entry Form and withdrawn from race, to be deleted. Deleted entry will not affect other entries.


g. Clock seal number to be written on the Clock Control Forms by Club, after clocks have been set and sealed, on night of basketing.


h. A member may peruse and sign his Race Entry Form, in the presence of the basketing committee, once the birds are in the race basket, before the forms are separated.


i. Should Clubs not display basket numbers next to bird entries on Race Entry Forms and should a bird then escape from any basket of such Club, then that Club and members will automatically be disqualified from that particular race.

j. The Club official, who enters the rubber race ring number on the Race Entry Form on the night of basketing, must sign and should print his name on the entry form directly below the last bird entered thereon.

6. limitations to race entries
a. Any member may enter as many birds as he/she desire in Club and Federation races, subject to Club and Federation limitations. However, the maximum number of birds allowed to be flown by any member shall not exceed the number laid down by the Union rules (15 birds on the big truck and 10 birds on the small truck or as amended at an AGM or any Delegates meeting in the year proceeding the next Racing season).
b. Any change in birdage will only apply to the ensuing year preceded by the year in which such decision was taken.

c. Any change in birdage shall be made one year in advance.

7. basketing rules
a. No basketing of race birds is to take place in any Club, unless there are at least five [5] competing [flying] adult members from five [5] different lofts [erfs] present in the basketing area of the Club. [amended/ adopted at EPPU Delegates Meeting held on Tuesday 21-02-2006.  
b. No pigeons may be basketed until a scrutinizer is present.

c. All particulars on identification rings are to be read out in full.[ important ]

d. No member is allowed to:-

(i)
ring his own birds.


(ii) enter rubber ring numbers on his own entry form.

e. Members may:-

1. The member placing bird in race basket will show the rubber ring on pigeon’s leg to the scrutinizer at the race basket, before placing the bird in the race basket, and will thereafter show his hands with outstretched fingers to the scrutinizer.

2. All the letters and numbers on the outside of the rubber race ring must be entered on the Race Entry Form in the space provided.

3. No rubber rings are to be used a second time.

4. A member can ask for his birds to be double rung, Clubs can levy a charge for the extra rubber ring.

5. Any bird homing without a rubber ring is automatically (out of the race) disqualified.

6. Any official of the Union may reject any pigeons from competing in any race where such birds are found to be ill, carrying lice, pigeon fly or any vermin.

7. Plain unmarked plastic colored marker rings are permitted, as they are not identifying rings. No marker rings with members name or identity is permissible, also the stamping of wing feathers is not permissible.

8. Basketing is restricted to 33 [thirty three] birds per basket.

f. Family members, one degree related are not allowed to basket each others birds. Should a Club not be able to comply with this rule then the Club is compelled to basket jointly with another Club. Failure to comply will result in immediate disqualification of the Club for those races. A repeat offence will result in immediate disqualification of the Club for the remainder of the season. [new rule adopted – 20.02.2007 EPPU Delegates Meeting]

8. transport and escorting of pigeons 
a. Birds will be transported by the Union, for all races. Special permission must be obtained from the Union if a club intends having a private race with other clubs taking part. [Adopted – 26 August 1997 EPPU Delegates meeting] [Amendment proposed 23 February 2010] EPPU Race rules shall apply for any special race of any club making use of Union Transport. 

b. The official transport driver, who shall have been appointed by the Union executive committee, shall be in charge of the truck and trailer used for the transportation, care and liberation of racing birds.
c. Pigeon food used during races shall be supplied and paid for by the Union.
d. Birds shall be watered on all races, and fed before 11h00 on a Friday when birds are basketed on a Thursday.
e. Only the Union Chairperson or his nominee shall instruct the official transport driver.
f. The transport driver shall submit a written report on every race on all occurrences from the moment of his departure up to and including his arrival back.
g. [Proposed 23 February 2010] A member’s number of birds transported on the big truck will be more or equal to the number on the small truck at the commencement of the main series. A member is not allowed to transport more birds on the small truck than on the big truck during the first 10 weeks of the season. A member is therefore allowed, should the member wishes to do so, transport birds only on the big truck and no birds on the small truck, but not the other way round during that period. In the event of a member transporting birds only on the big truck at the commencement of the racing season and then decide later to also transport birds on the small truck, then his number of birds on the big truck has to be more or equal to the number of birds on the small truck but not exceed the ‘original grand total’ at the commencement of the season. A member may after the first 10 weeks in the second half of the season with permission of their club and when space is available on the small truck fly more birds on the small truck than on the big truck. Disqualification and/or disciplinary action will be applied for non compliance.

h. liberation of race pigeons: 
1. Pigeons will be liberated at the time stated on Race Program or as instructed by the Union Chairperson or Union Race Secretary or nominated representative.
2. Birds can be held back for later liberation on instructions from the Executive Committee of the Union.
3. The Federation Race Secretaries will be advised by the Union Race Secretary via sms if there is a change in the time of liberation, except where birds are held back as a decision by management. The Federation Race Secretary will then contact [sms] all Club Race Secretaries. It is the duty of the Club Race Secretary to contact [sms] all his Club members within an hour after liberation.
4. Pigeons will not be released during rain and mist but will be held back for later liberation upon instructions from the Executive Committee of the Union.
5. The Union Executive shall, on good cause, have the power to cancel any race at any time, or change race point after birds have been basketed.

6. The exact time of liberation shall be noted by the transport driver as soon as possible after liberation had taken place, he shall advise the Union Race Secretary, by telephone/ sms of the time of liberation as well as the weather conditions at the time.
7. Under no circumstances what so ever shall any member be entitled to a refund of any monies paid by him or due to be paid by him, in respect of any race which may be or may have been cancelled.
8. The driver must notify the Union Race Secretary immediately if any birds escaped from a race basket, birds will automatically be disqualified in that particular race basket.
9. If a race is cancelled for any reason, program will follow as scheduled, cancelled race may be raced the following date but not at a later date [Proposed 23 February 2010] 
[Additional clause accepted - 23 February 2010]
10. Any member who is concerned and aware of a weather condition that in his/her opinion poses a serious risk to the health of the birds at liberation, en-route or on arrival of a race or toss has the right to notify the EPPU Executive and request for the liberation of the birds to be changed, postponed or cancelled. Such notification shall take place as follows:
1. On becoming aware of the weather condition the member notifies his Club Chairman of his concern and request. The Club Chairman will then check the weather data and contacts other members of the club to establish whether the concern and request is mutually shared and unanimous.
2. If the majority of the club agrees, the Club Chairman notifies his respective Fed Chairman who will check with other clubs in his Federation whether the concern and request is mutually shared.
3. If the majority of the clubs agree, the Fed Chairman notifies the Union Chairman of the concern and request.
4. The Union Chairman will check with the two Fed Chairmen whether the concern and request is mutually shared before a decision, to change, postpone or to cancel any race or toss, is considered or made.

9. clock rules:- 

a. Clock Committee –

1. A clock committee shall be elected by each Club. Such clock committee shall consist of at least five members, and may include members irrespective of any Executive or other position held in the Club. The names with signatures of the nominated members must be submitted to the Union Race Secretary. 

2. Two of the nominated members must sign the clock tapes when setting clocks. Should a member of the clock committee be absent, the remaining members of the clock committee may appoint a substitute as in 9-a (i) (above)

3. The clock committee cannot consist of more than one family member (one degree related). Should a Club not be able to comply with this rule then the Club is compelled to basket, strike out and open jointly with another Club. Failure to comply will result in immediate disqualification of the Club for those races. A repeat offence will result in immediate disqualification of the Club for the remainder of the season.

[New rule adopted – 20.02.2007 EPPU Delegates Meeting]

b. Clocks
1. Only clocks specially made for the purpose of recording the arrival of racing pigeons, which have the approval of the Union Executive Committee or nominated Management Committee, may be used.

2. Only the following clocks are allowed, but this list can from time to time be altered. Benzing No:2, Benzing No:4, Benzing No:5, Benzing Comatic 18 or 25 bird S.T.B., La Ledoise, Junior No:2, Junior No:4, Plashette, Benzing Quartz, Benzing Paloma and Benzing Paloma Time Controlled Computerized clocks.

3. Only the following clocks may be used without a thimble: Benzing No:4, Benzing No:5, Benzing Comatic, Benzing Quartz, Junior No:4, Benzing Paloma, La Ledoise with flaps, S.T.B. with approved modification and Benzing Paloma Time Controlled Computerized clocks.
4. Members shall insert the rubber ring into the type of thimble provided by the manufacturers of the clock concerned, provided that open thimbles shall not be used. This shall not apply to those types of clocks manufactured for use without thimbles and previously approved by the Union Management Committee to be used as such.

5. A record must be maintained of the make and number of any clock rejected, and the Secretary of the Union advised. Clocks can be set only by persons appointed to the clock committee in terms of rule [9a] above.

6. All clocks to be handed to the Club Clock Committee for inspection two weeks before the first race in proper working order, and if any clock is found defective it shall be disqualified until the said clock is rectified, to Federation approval. If a member who has complied with the above requirements, clock is subsequently found to be erratic during the racing season such clock shall be disqualified, until it is rectified to the satisfaction of the clock committee concerned. 

7. Clubs are required to forward a list of all clocks to be used before the first official race, to the Union Secretary.

8. List to state:-

Club / society name.


Members name.


Type of clock.


Serial number of clock, to be used by member.


Date clocks were checked.

In the event of an approved clock being found defective, a replacement clock may be used, if said clock was checked and approved in the current season, by the clock committee. [Federation approval]

c.
setting of clocks:

1. All clocks rolls must be signed or initialed by two of the nominated clock committee members, after the clock has been set.

2. The clock roll should also bear the name of the Club or society, competitors name, clock number, name of race point, date of setting and date of race.

3. No member may sign or seal, his/her own clock.

4. Any member may have his clock reset by a member of the clock committee, at strike in, provided just cause for such a request can be shown.

5. Reset clock to be signed or initialed by two clock committee members, and the clock committee member must also simultaneously take an impression on the clock to which resetting is taking place, and strike with another running clock, at any time before a race.

6. All clocks to be sealed with numbered seals, immediately after setting. In the event of re-setting, a clock must be re-sealed to the satisfaction of the clock committee. Any clock found not sealed must be reported to the executive committee. 

7. The clock setters shall ensure that the "zero" setting or similar mark appears in the rubber ring chamber before striking. The strike mechanism of the La Ledoise clocks shall be tested by the clock committee before the clock is struck.

8. Clocks must be set by two or more members of the clock committee, but when strike in, five adult competing members must be present.

9. All clocks must be set to GPS master time on the day of basketing or on any subsequent day before the race. For practical reasons Uitenhage/ Despatch Pigeon Federation may strike at 19h00 [07:00pm] and Port Elizabeth Pigeon Federation at 21h00 [09:00pm] 

10.  Only members of clock committee's shall set clocks.

i. clock committee's responsibility –

1. The clock committee can never delegate its responsibility to a race member, although a race member can elect the clock committee to assume his responsibility for the setting of his clock, if his Club has so decided.

2. The clock committee shall perform all matters pertaining to setting of members clocks as follows:-

The clock tape must be correctly threaded through clock and wound and secured to clock roll. The drum must be correctly set on start setting. Close the clock and see that all information on clock roll is visible in Perspex window especially two signatures of clock committee members. See that all Perspex windows are correctly fitted to clock housing, to eliminate any tampering with clock. Seal the clock correctly, with Union sanctioned clock seal.

3. The clock committee shall keep a record of: the clock number - thimble number showing on setting and opening variation of setting and opening.

4. The “reading” of clock rolls is not equal and similar as the reading of annotated or printed clock times. The reading of previously annotated or printed clock times can be done by any member. the “reading” of clock rolls can only be done by a clock committee member, excluding his own, and involves the following:

4.1
A visual scrutiny and checking for any discrepancies or irregularities regarding the “strike in” “strike out” and “check strikes”. 
4.2  
A visual scrutiny and checking of the “security holes” in order to determine whether the “timing mechanism” works and to ensure that there are no extra holes which indicate tampering or premature opening of a clock.
4.3

A visual scrutiny and checking whether the information appearing on the clock roll as required by rules 9.c.1. & 2 are correct.
4.4 

The annotation of clock times, “strike in” and “strike out” times.
4.5

The allocation of each rubber ring to each clock time and the relevant race to which it is applicable.
4.6 

The annotation of variations i.e. fast and slow and clock times. The clock is disqualified when the “reading” of clock rolls as described above produces evidence of non compliance. [new rule adopted – 20.02.2007 EPPU Delegates Meeting]

5. Club information – 
A member of a Club will be refused participation and immediate disqualification will apply when its Club has failed to submit the following information on or before the night of basketing:
5.1 
A Club list containing member & clock data as prescribed by the EPPU & SANPO.

5.2
Names & duties of members of the hand clock & electronic clock committees.

5.3
The number of “Club systems” used & serial number of each. (Electronic) clock.
5.4
Names of clock committee member(s) responsible for a “Club system(s)” & 

“keys”(electronic clocks). [new rule adopted – 20.02.2007 EPPU Delegates Meeting]

j. Race members responsibility –

1. A member must always wind his own clock.

2. A member must set the hour, and minute dials on the appointed time of setting, and the day dial on last day on clock. Any variation to the setting of day dial will be treated on merit by the Union committee. Benzing computer clocks should be set on day of setting.

3. A member must see that the clock prints time legible on clock roll.

4. A member must make sure that clock roll is signed by two members of clock committee, on night of setting - excluding Benzing computer clocks.

5. A member should ascertain that all information such as:

5.1. Name of Club,

5.2. Name of member,

5.3. Race point,

5.4. Race date,

5.5. Clock setting date,

6.    Clock number and two signatures are written on tape, [if clock does not print such information.] 

7. A member must hand his clock to the clock committee, as in clause 9b (6).
8. A member may delegate his responsibility for the setting of his clock to the clock committee, at his own risk.
9. It is the members’ duty to see that his clock is properly sealed and running before leaving the Club room.

k. check strike –

1. On setting of clocks and opening of clocks, a check strike must be taken after each strike not less than one minute and not exceeding ten minutes after each strike. If check strike is not taken and illegible, then clock will be disqualified.

2. At least two clocks shall participate in a check strike [or any other strike]

3. Should the margin of loss or gain on check strike, at clock setting exceed two seconds the clock shall be reset, as in setting of clocks, [clause 9c], except battery operated clocks where loss should be added to all clocking / strike out time.

4. Should a member clock a bird and find the tape impression smudged or illegible, he may strike his clock immediately a second time to obtain a clear impression. He must however inform the clock committee of his action prior to clocks being opened at strike out time. No. 2 spool should then contain the rubber ring and No. 3 spool should be empty.

l. clock record book –
1. Before clocks are handed to members for timing in purposes a record shall be made, in the clock record book, recording the chamber number in which the first rubber race ring will be found together with the time of the check strike and clock seal number.

2. Before clocks are opened by the clock committee, [i.e. after being struck out and check struck] the number of the next chamber must be entered in the clock record book.

m. strike out- 

1. After each race all clocks will be struck off to GPS master time in the same manner as provided for in the setting of clocks.

2. Only GPS master time will be acceptable.

3. At least five clock committee members are to be present, with opening of clocks.

4. In the event of members of a Club having timed in, their clocks must be check struck and read on opening to the check strike, when clocks are opened. The remaining members who have not timed in on the day and who comply with the requirements of sub rule 9.c [8] may arrange with their clock committee to have their clocks read on Monday night. [ at least 50% of competing members clocks must be present before clocks can be opened, provided, provision of clause h:-(5) have been met].

5. Amended at Union delegates meeting held on 27-05-2003 - In the event of a possible overnight race, a member clocking his first pigeon in before 17h00 [05:00 pm ], his clock must be struck and check struck at 19h00 [ 07:00pm ] as laid down. If a members first pigeon is clocked between 17h00 [05:00 pm] and 20h30 [08:30pm], he must strike and check strike at 21h00 [9:00pm]. If a member clocks his/her first pigeon after 20h30 he does not have to strike at 21h00. He will then strike out and check strike on Monday at 19h00 [07:00 pm] members who use manual clocks with 12 spools, must present their clocks at the strike, to the race Secretary who will minute the open spool and take a reading through the glass. no strike need then be taken, clock will then be struck out on the Monday at 19h00 [07:00pm] in the event of a member arriving at the Club house, and no other member being present to take a check strike, then such member will be entitled to go to a clock committee member and have his clock struck, to the committee members clock. All strike outs to be accompanied by a check strike. Any member not in time for a strike will be disqualified, except where it can be proved that such member is late because of sickness or a valid reason.

6. No clocks will be struck out or opened on Sundays. Any member may obtain a check strike on a Sunday, if he so wishes, but all clocks will be read and calculated to strike out time.

7. If a members clock stops, after a check strike on Saturday Sunday, the velocities for that specific clock will be calculated to check strike time, for the birds clocked before check strike.

8. Should it happen that there are pigeons clocked on a Saturday, and that clocks are only opened and read on Monday, the times of these pigeons will be calculated according to the check strike on the Saturday or Sunday, [i.e.:- 19h00 [07:00pm] or 21h00 [09:00pm]

9. In any race if the velocity or timing in is less than 300 meters per minute, the race shall be declared closed.  [hours of darkness excluded]

10. Any clock which cannot take the official strikes at strike off will be disqualified.

11. In the event of two races taking place on the same day, clocks shall be read when 50% of members per section [Club] have timed in from race. Clocks must be reset, for the second race, where less than 50% of members have timed in.

n. opening of clocks –
1. All clocks are to be struck in an upright position, on a flat surface, when struck.

2. No member may open, read, handle thimbles, remove or record rubber race rings of his own clock.

3. The committee member opening clocks must remove the rubber rings with tweezers.

4. Before opening any clock it shall be examined by a member of the Clubs clock committee who shall satisfy himself that the clock is in order externally. He shall then observing the proper operation of race ring receiving chamber, open such clock and satisfy him that such clock is in order internally.

5. Should a clock be handed in without a seal it shall be disqualified.

6. The committee member opening clocks must ensure that the first rubber ring comes out of chamber number two, when he opens a member’s clock. Instances where the first rubber ring was clocked in any other chamber than number two must be reported to the chairman or clock committee, any member shall be disqualified should he not have notified the clock committee prior to his clock being opened.

7. A competitor may insert as many rubber rings in one thimble as they wish. Telescopic thimbles are allowed. Any rubber ring found outside thimble will be disqualified. The rubber ring shall be completely housed.

8. The series number and control number on the rubber ring shall be checked against that of the paper tag, and with that recorded on the Race Entry Form.  If the number recorded on the Race Entry Form differs from that of the rubber ring, the number on the inside of the rubber ring shall be compared with the number on the inside of the paper tag. If these numbers coincide it shall be so recorded.

9. Clock rolls which cannot be satisfactorily deciphered or are in any way broken or mutilated can be referred to the Union executive committee, for a decision, within fourteen days after such race. After Clubs or Federation committee's have disqualified member.

10. When the paper roll of any printing clock breaks before the clock is opened by the clock committee, and both opening and closing punctures are not on an unbroken sheet of paper, the clock is automatically disqualified.

11. Clocks must be read to the nearest disadvantage of a member.

12. In the event of a clock gaining more than five [5] seconds per hour, no allowance shall be made, and in the event of a clock losing more than five [5] seconds per hour, double the time lost shall be added to the timing in. the time of timing in, shall be that after arriving at the pro-rata time allowance. Any clock being opened before being struck off with master time, will, except as provided in rule:-9h [5] & [6] be disqualified.
13. Family members (one degree related) are not allowed to strike out and open each other’s clocks. Should a Club not be able to comply with this rule then the Club is compelled to strike out and open jointly with another Club. Failure to comply will result in immediate disqualification of the Club for those races. A repeat offence will result in immediate disqualification of the Club for the remainder of the season. [new rule adopted – 20.02.2007 EPPU Delegates Meeting]
14. In cases where more than one member uses the same clock and one of the members is disqualified as a result of non compliance of basketing and clock rules, the clock is also disqualified which implies that all members flying from that clock are disqualified.  [new rule adopted – 20.02.2007 EPPU Delegates Meeting]
o. irregular clock rule –

1. In the event of an irregular clock, no member shall have the right to break the seal and open his own clock, but must take the clock to a member of the clock committee. the member of the clock committee shall have the right to reset the clock according to  the clock setting procedure as set out in clause:- [9c] with the exclusion of clause:- 9f-[3]; and clock must be struck to the running clock of a clock committee member or any other running clock competing in the race which is available. Alternatively if a set Club clock is available, such member may use the Club clock.

2. In the case of any clock stopping, or paper roll breaking after timing in, the competitor may present it unopened to a member of the clock committee, who may break the seal, remove the rubber ring and time it in his own clock. Likewise, should the clock stop of a member of the clock committee he may report to another member of the Club, who may act in the same manner as if he was a member of the clock committee. In either such event the time recorded in the clock in which the rubber ring is subsequently re-timed shall be regarded as the time of arrival of the pigeon.

3. A Clubs spare clock which has been properly set by the clock committee and details recorded in the clock record book may be issued to a member provided his clock is handed in, so that the said clock can be checked by a clock committee.

p. inspection of clocks –

1. Any members’ clock can be retained by the clock committee for checking, and during such time be provided with another clock with the same clocking capacity, which has been approved by the clock committee.

2. During the time a clock is under seal for any race, any member of the clock committee or an appointed deputy shall have the right to inspect such clock at any time at the members loft, and take an impression, and should any defect be found shall act in the manner he thinks fit and submit a report to the executive committee.

10.
Hours of darkness
a. No birds home on day of race:

When no birds arrive on the day of the race, the hours of darkness shall be a period between thirty [30] minutes after sunset and thirty [30] minutes before sunrise.

b. Birds clocked during the hours of darkness:- 

Where birds are clocked during the hours of darkness the race will open thirty [30] minutes before timing in of first bird clocked and will close thirty [30] minutes after timing in of last bird locked, during the hours of darkness.

c. The same principal will applies to all subsequent birds clocked during hours of darkness.


11.  prize winners
a.   Prizes will be awarded on the system of velocity proper, that is to say, the bird making the greatest number of meters per minute, wins.

b. A bird arriving home in race time, and being the only bird home will take all the prize monies allocated for that race. If not all positions are clocked in race time, then prize monies will be paid out pro-rata.

c. Should no nominated or pool birds be timed, in any Union race, in race time, such monies shall be retained by the Union. 

d. Prize money will be paid out fourteen [14] days after publication of race results. 10% of all prize money will be deducted in respect of administration.


12. publication of race results
a.   Club race results of each alleviated Club or society, must be forwarded together with a summary sheet covering race entries and nominations, with the tapes, rubber rings and entry forms of the first five birds clocked, to the Union race Secretary within one [1] week after the race. each Federation will hand their sheets and race entries to their Federation race Secretary who in turn will hand same to the Union Race Secretary.

b. The winning bird in each race, in every Club, to be checked and tossed, within twenty four hours after the results of each Club are known. Two members are to witness the tossing of winner. Form for the tossing of winning birds, to be filled in giving the name of Club, members name and bird particulars, then signed and initialed by the member who checked the bird, and the member who witnessed that the bird was tossed. Form to be handed to the Federation race Secretary in each Federation, together with the Club results of race, and entry forms, tags rubber rings, clock seals and clock paper of the first five members in each Club, also clock record of clocks in each race. Uitenhage/ Despatch Federation to forward all their results with the relevant documents, of each race, to the Union race Secretary, he/she in turn will return these documents; to the Uitenhage/ Despatch Federation race Secretary, after they have been checked.

c. No prize money will be paid out until such birds have been checked and tossed.

d. The names of the winners of prizes in each race will be published as soon as possible after each race by the Union race Secretary. The velocities and the particulars of winning birds will also be published.

e. No Club or society can claim the right for publication of any race result in which they
have been disqualified, or when the Club race results are not in the hands of the Union race Secretary, by night of basketing of following race, or if such results are not calculated to Union rules.

f. The EPPU reserves the right to make a correction to the result at any stage during the season should the correction be a bone-fide error of the Union, Federation or Club affecting the outcome of the result. [new rule: adopted at EPPU Delegates Meeting held on 21-02-2006]

13. appeal against a result
Any member may appeal against a result in writing, within two weeks after results are published, by the Union race Secretary.
14. Union certificates 

a. Results shall be recorded in a book, instead of individual certificates annually.

b. Race result books will be issued to all racing members annually.


15. security
a. Each Club will be responsible for their own security while basketing.

b.    Sealing pliers, Race Entry Forms, clock record book in duplicate, rubber ring tags, etc; must be locked up, in suitable case from the evening of basketing to the evening of opening of clocks.

c.    Case must be locked with two [2] different locks.

d.    Keys and case must be kept by three [3] different members.

e.    All panniers shall be properly secured and sealed with seals approved by the council of the Union.

f.    From the moment of commencement of basketing until panniers are loaded onto trailer for transporting the birds, the baskets shall continually be under the supervision of at least three competing members, if panniers are to be left unattended for the striking in of clocks, basketing area is to be locked or left under supervision.

g.    The EPPU reserves the right to check baskets at any stage prior to liberation. The respective Clubs whose baskets are being checked will not be advised, only the chairperson of the respective Club needs to be present. [amended – 21.02.2006 EPPU Delegates Meeting]
16. non-liability
The E.P.P.U. it's officials and employee's shall not be liable for the loss, injury or death to any pigeon of any member whilst such pigeon/ pigeons are transported to and from any race point or toss points, and shall include the loading, off loading and releasing of such pigeon/ pigeons.

17. Union championships
a.         Union Champion:

The Union champion shall be the member that obtained the most points in all Union races. [Young bird series excluded]
b.
Union 15 bird Champion
The Union 15 bird champion shall be the member that obtained the most points in all Union races. [Young bird series excluded] the maximum number of birds allowed to be flown in this competition by any member shall not exceed 15 birds in total.
c.
Short Distance Champion: 

To be decided on points – as per the race program.
d.        Middle Distance Champion:

To be decided on points – as per the race program.

e.
Long Distance Champion:-  

To be decided on points – as per the race program.

f.  Johnny Myburg Shield:
To be awarded for the best performance by any bird in Union races.

g.
Best Bird – Short Distance
To be decided on points – as per the race program.

h. Best Bird – Middle Distance
To be decided on points – as per the race program.

i. Best Bird – Long Distance
To be decided on points – as per the race program.

j.  
East Route Champion
To be decided on points – as per the race program.
k.
North Route Champion
To be decided on points – as per the race program.

18 Union Points System
a.
Points will be awarded to the first hundred [100] birds in all Union races plus one bonus point for any other position in the first hundred [100] [young bird series excluded].
b. If Derby and Yearling Special races are flown in conjunction with another race, one set of points will be in operation.
c.
The following point schedule will be applicable:-


Positions and points:



01-100, 02-99, 03-98, 04-97, 05-96, 06-95, 07-94, 08-93, 09-92, 10-91, 
11-90,  12-89, 13-88, 14-87, 15-86, 16-85 ,17-84, 18-83, 19-82, 20-81,
 21-80,  22-79, 23-78, 24-77, 25-76, 26-75, 27-74, 28-73, 29-72, 30-71,
 31-70,  32-69, 33-68 ,34-67, 35-66, 36-65, 37-64, 38-63, 39-62, 40-61,
 41-60,  42-59, 43-58, 44-57, 45-56, 46-55, 47-54, 48-53, 49-52, 50-51, 
 51-50, 52-49, 53-48, 54-47, 55-46, 56-45, 57-44, 58-43, 59-42, 60-41,

 61-40, 62-39, 63-38, 64-37, 65-36, 66-35, 67-34, 68-33, 69-32, 70-31,

 71-30, 72-29, 73-28, 74-27, 75-26, 76-25, 77-24, 78-23, 79-22, 80-21,

 81-20, 82-19, 83-18, 84-17, 85-16, 86-15, 87-14, 88-13, 89-12, 90-11,

 91-10, 92-09, 93-08, 94-07, 95-06, 96-05, 97-04, 98-03, 99-02,100-01

Should a member be 1st, 4th, 10th, 40th and 50th in any Union race he will earn 104 points.
Approved: ………………………

Date:……………………..
                  Union Chairperson
Approved:………………………..
Date:……………………….
                Union Race Secretary
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